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YORK THEATRE ROYAL CHOIR – THE BACKGROUND 
 
The York Theatre Royal Choir is affiliated to York Theatre Royal, which provides support such as rehearsal venues, marketing, promotion and performance opportunities.  
 
The founding members of the Choir are drawn from choirs at York Theatre Royal’s past community projects who wished to continue the momentum grown over those years, and the Choir is directed by Madeleine Hudson, Musical Director of the 2015 production In Fog and Falling Snow. Madeleine has had a long career as a Musical Director on Broadway, in the West End and Ireland, and has played with some of the UK’s and Europe’s biggest orchestras on broadcasts, recordings and live concerts. The choir is no longer a Community Choir, but an ongoing auditioning choir, rehearsing throughout the year. It should be noted, however, that YTR Choir will continue to be the core membership of any future Community based YTR projects while welcoming new members for those productions. 
 
Because of the affiliation with York Theatre Royal the Choir is mainly a project led choir rather than a concert choir, singing music either composed especially for it or that fits with the theme of the YTR productions. Opportunities for performance outside of the Theatre’s projects are also available, providing the need to build up a separate repertoire of music.   
 
The Choir is a friendly group, with opportunities for socialising, whilst maintaining a desire to improve vocal and performance standards. Its relationship with York Theatre Royal makes it unique among UK choirs in having exciting performance opportunities to work with professional creative and technical teams on an ongoing basis.  

Music / Performances 
 
*The choir's repertoire is mainly led by the projects we are asked to be involved in. One of the unique points regarding this choir is that a high volume of music we sing is specifically written for us.   
 
*Past performance examples:  
 
- The official reopening of the York Theatre Royal in the presence of HRH Princess Beatrice 
- Performing at York Cultural Awards 
- Bank Holiday secret Play at the York Theatre Royal; The Beggar’s Opera, with music by Dominic Sales.  
- Providing music at four different locations in York for a Georgian themed event as part of Vespertine / York Theatre Royal Production.  
- Cats Have Nine Lives Residency; A week long working workshop in collaboration with YTR and St Leonard's Hospice, with music by Charlotte Glasson 
- Everything is Possible: York Suffragettes, York Theatre Royal production, with music by Ivan Stott.  
- A workshop performance of a new musical “Delphi” with music by Rob Castell. 
- Recording of choir voices to be used by composer Hannah Peel for the 2018 touring production of Brighton Rock 
- York Mystery Plays: Waggon Plays 2018 
- For The Fallen; 1918 Armistice Remembrance production at York Theatre Royal 
- A Right Royal Christmas – a week of Christmas concerts at De Grey Rooms. 
- During lockdowns, York Mystery Plays for BBC Radio York and various theatre marketing campaigns.  
-Formed the ‘Johann Choir’ for English Touring Opera’s St John Passion at YTR 2022. 
-The Coppergate Woman Community Production at YTR 2022 with music by Nick Lewis 
-Screen Songs- a programme of film and tv music at St Mary’s Church, Lastingham, North Yorkshire, 2023 
-’Sovereign’ Community Production, at King’s Manor. July 2023 
- ‘A Play for the Living in a Time of Extinction’ at YTR Sept 2023 
-Dinners on Stage- performed ‘flash mob' style for 2 charity dinners at YTR March 2024 
- ‘The Sound of Movies’- fundraising concert, YTR, June 2024 

In 2025 the Choir will be part of His Last Report, the story of Seebohm Rowntree 
alongside a large cast and crew drawn from the York community. 
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